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The book's subtitle gives a good idea of the contents as well as the tone. More than a travel guide,

yet not a dry historical account, this is a mixture of fact, folklore, a bit of humor, a drop of rumor, and

lots of atmosphere. Organized by district, each chapter opens with an overall history and description

followed by alphabetical entries, which include extant areas and buildings as well as the sites of

noteworthy buildings long gone. Other works on Washington are quoted, and entries are often

embellished with excerpts from letters or diaries that bring history to life. While not a portable

volume to carry around on excursions, this work is a valuable tool before or after a visit to our

nation's capital. (Photos and maps not seen.)--Sherle Abramson, Williamsburg, Va.Copyright 1992

Reed Business Information, Inc.

A useful resource on the history of buildings, etc in the District of Columbia from founding through

early 20th Century
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